The Balkan states are relatively young nation-states that achieved independence through a succession of bloody wars, either civil (the dissolution of Yugoslavia after the fall of Communism), regional (the Balkan wars at the turn of the 19th-20th century) and/or global (the end of two world wars). All of them now claim, or aspire, to be modern, democratic and secular states, and are on their way to integration with the more 'mature' Western European counterparts. The debate about progress of democratization and their capacities to integrate into the EU has brought to the fore issues of political 'maturity' in terms of good governance, and the protection of minorities and other human rights. The harsh and sometimes bloody legacy of nation-and state-formation, amidst plural ethno-religious divisions, seemed to be an impediment for achieving the status of democratic states. Religious and ethnic tensions were seen as particularly worrying. Specifically, these states had to face simultaneously at least two major constraints: on the one hand, guaranteeing religious freedom and equal treatment for all citizens; on the other hand, holding on to the religion of the nation, which had kept the nation intact when the state disappeared. After 1990, the challenge then was to set up new institutional compromises and suitable balances that could combine (1) religious freedom, (2) state neutrality and (3) the majoritarian or 'traditional' basis of nationhood.
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Democratic Freedoms and Historical Legacies
The articles in this special issue show that historical legacies are not always harmful. Christian Orthodox polities, extend formal and informal privileges to the dominant religion and to its church, these favors go hand in hand with the institutionalization of an equal playing field for all. Muslim-majority Albania is a particularly interesting case, which has consensually embraced the ideal of an equidistant state towards all religious views, as the most suitable template to deal with plurality. 2 The next state that has paid 'extra' attention to management of plurality is post-Dayton Bosnia. Here, the post-war legal framework has endorsed multiple guarantees of religious freedom and equality for all the constituent communities. 3 PostCommunist Bulgaria has recognized the traditional role of the Bulgarian Orthodox Church, but also provided ample individual and collective guarantees to diverse sections of its Muslim community. 4 At the other end of the spectrum is Turkey, where the Sunni-majority, embedded into the governing state structures, dominates the religious life of the country. That the country is run by a Sunni-rooted governing majority for over a decade now, did not help to even out the legal/institutional disparity among different religious groups and their claims. Greece or Turkey through mandatory religious teaching at school, however, such privileges do not necessarily amount to a systematic effort to encourage individuals' particular religious practices or commitment to a church. Privileges awarded to a specific church are more a way to stress cohesive national identity than to propagate faith and participation in weekly mass. The emphasis on an official religion is more a matter of identity, than faith. 
State Supervision and Bureaucratization of Religion
Another commonality between the Balkan states is that they all established some sort of state 
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